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The following is from Dr. CAampnrui’s Lec- 


— 
‘ 


ystematic Theology and Pulpit Floquence. 


The author had beén speaking of the various systems 


of men, when he asks: 


Amid such variety how is the young student to pro- 
ceed? Mast he begin with adopting inpticitly cne of 


these gr tended treasuries of christian doctrine, study. 


assiduously both the theoretic part and the practi- 


as the standard of truth, as the very quintessence 


ing 
cal 
rf 


{r r 


lig 


un such commentators 
to understand the scriptures, to a 


Se 


us sentiments, 


certain the sense of every thing that appears ambigu- 
ets, to s Ire eve ry thing that is dificnit, and to en-, 
lighten every thing that is obscure? On the other 


hand, what security shall oer young pnpil have, that 


the guide who has been assigned to him is equal to the 


office tiow 


shal! he know that he is not following 
g 


the train of a mere ignis fatuus, instead of the direction |} 


ofa heavenly luminary? You cannot say. he may ar- 


rive at this knowledge from scripture, for by the hypo- 


thesis, which ts 

practice alinost every where, the young student is! 
from this teacher to learn to understand the rr 
not from scripture to learn to judge of this teacher; 
for were this last to be the case, he must be bedespars: 
acyuainted with the mind of the spirit as manifested in 
the scriptures, and not take the mind of the spirit on 
the word of his teacher. 

Ay. but the teacher we assign him, say they, ts cel- 
erated for knowledge and piety, and is of great repu- 
ta :mone the orthodox as an orthodox divine. As 
t» his knowledge and piety, are we to sustain our- 
selves pertect judges o! these accomplishments, or have 
not pedantry and bvpocrisy sometimes imposed even 


admitting that the 


upon the generality of men’ But 
character you give him were in both respects perfectly 
just, do even these qualifications, however valuable, 
secure a mau against error either in doctriue or prac- 
whom in charity we are bound 


,; Maintained in many 


tice? Have not several, 
to think both knowtivg and pious 
instances opposite opinions, each extremely positive as 
tohis own, and extremely zealous in defence of it? 
And as to orthodox, 1 should be glad to know the 
meaning of the epithet. Nothing, you say, can be 
plainer. The orthodox are those who in religious mat- 
ters entertain right opinions. Be it so. How then is 
it possible | should know who they are that entertain 
right opinions, before | know what opinions are right? 
| must therefore unquestionably know orthodoxy, be- 
fore | can know or jadge who are orthodox. Now to 
know the truths of religion, which you call orthodox, 
isthe very end of my inquiries, and am I to begin 
these inquiries on the presumption, that without any 
inquiry | know it already? Besides, is this thing which 
you call orthodoxy, a thing iv which mankind are uni- 
versally agreed, insomuch that it would seem to be 
entitled to the privilege of an axiom or first principle 
to be assumed without proof? Quite the reverse. 
There is nothing about which men have been, and stil! 
are, more divided. It has been accounted orthodox 
divinity in one age, which hath been branded as ridic- 
ulous fanaticism in the next. It is at this day deemed 
the perfection of orthodoxy in one country, which i 

an adjacent country is looked upon as damnable here- 
sy. Nayin the same country hath not every sect a 
Standard of their owa? Accordingly when apy person 


our divine institution; must he learn from it and | 
are coincident in their re-: 


indeed conformable to the general: 


| seriously uses the word, before we can understand his 


| meaning, we must know to what communion he be- | 


jlengs. When that is known, we comprehend him 
| perfectly. 
who agree in epinion with him and his party, and by 
the heterodox those who differ fram him. When one 
says then, of any teacher whatever, that all tiie ortho- 
_dox acknowledge his orthodoxy, he sxys neither more 


nor Jess than this, ‘*all who are of the same opinion 


with him, of which number Tf am one, believe him to. 


be in the right.” And is this any thing more, than 
| what may be asserted by some person or other, of eve- 
‘ry teacher that ever did or ever will exist? ** Words,” 


the counters of wise men and the money of fools.” 
And when they are contrived on purpose to render per- 
sons parties or opinions the objects of admiration or of 
‘abhorrence, the multitude are very susceptible of the 
impression intended to be conveyed by them, without 
entering at all, or ever inquiring into the meaning of 
And to say the truth, we have but too 


, the words. 
which savour 


many ecclesiastic terms and phrases, 
grossly of the arts of a crafty priesthood, who meant to 
keep the world io ignorance, to secure an implicit 


faith in their own dogmas, and to intimidate men from 
an impartial inquiry into holy writ. 


Dut would you then lay aside systems altogether, as 
But Tam 


useless or even dangerons? By no means. 
not for beginning with them. 
ing on their examination, till one has become in the 
way formerly recommended, if not a critic, at least a 
considerable proficient in the scripture. *Tis only thus, 
we can establish to ourselves a rule by which we are 
to judge of the truth or faisehood of what'they affirm. 
‘Tis only thus, that we bring systems to be tried at the 
bar of scripture, and not scripture to be tried at their's. 
Tis only thus we can be qualified to follow the advice | 
of the prophet in regard to all teachers without excep- 
tion, ** To the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this word, they have no truth in 
Ithem.” Tis only thus, we can imitate the noble ex- 
ample set us by the wise Bereans, in exact conformity 
to the prophet’s order, of whom we learn, that they 
did not admit the truth of Christ’s doctrine even on 
the testimony of his apostles, but having candidly 
heard what they said, ‘* searched the scriptures daily 
to sce if these things were so.” Tis only thus, we 
can avoid the reproach of calling other men kathegetai 
masters, leaders, dictators, to the mauifest derogation 
of the houor due to our only master, leader and dicta- 
tor, Christ. “Tis only thus, we can avoid incurring 
the reproach thrown upon the Pharisees, concerning 
whom God says, * yg fear towards me is taught by 


ee 


the precepts of men.” 
—o 5. 


From the Christian ‘Telescope. 





UNPARDONABLE SIN, 


Editor of the Christian Telescope. 
Sir—Last week I had the pleasure of communicat- 


ing for your columns, an exposition of the word F'eil, 
by Drs. S. and A. Clarke, Campbell, Whitby, and 


Ky the orthodox he means always those | 


it was well said by a philosopher of the last age, ** are | 


I am even not for enter- ; 


nay, the man who is the pride and ornament of the 
Methodist persuasion, is a supporter of the arguments 
advanced by Universalists : 

EXTRACT. 

** Wherefore, | say unto you, all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
untomen. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of Man it shall be forgiven him : 
er speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be 


but whosoev- 


|forgiven him; neither in this world, neither in the 
| world to come.”°— Mat. xii. 31, 02. ; 
All manner of blasphemy—injurious or impious 


speaking—mocking and deriding epeech. 

But the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, &e.— 
Even personal reproaches. revilings against Christ 
were remissible; but blasphemy, or impious speaking 
against the Holy § 
e. when the person obstinately attributed those works 
tothe devil, which he had tbe fullest evidence could 
be wrought only by the Spirit of God. That this, and 
nothing else, as the sin against the Holy Spirit, is evi- 


Spirit was to have no forgiveness ; i. 


dent from the connexion in this place, and more par- 
ticularly from Mark, xi. 28—50. they 
said, he hath an unclean spirit.” 
made clear beyond the smalles! doubt—the unpardon 
. than 
powe: 


** Pecauce, 


-Here the matter is 


able sin, as some terin it, is neither tess or more 
hf hy t}sr 
Many sincere people 


ascribing the miracles of Christ wrouwe 
of God, to the spirit of the devil. 
i have been grievousl: troubled with apprehensious tha! 
they had committed the unpardonable sin: but let 
be observed that uo man who believes the Jivine 
sion of Christ, ever can commit this sin: 


7 


mAs 


therefore, lei 





!no man’s heart fail because of it, from hencesorth and 
| forever, amen. 

Neither in this wor'd, thie world ta 
Though I follow the common trans'‘ation, 


ly satisfied the meaning of the words is, neit! 


neither in anre. 
(lam fu’ 
er iu this 
dispensation, (viz. the Jewish,) or in that which is te 
come, (viz. the Christian.) Olam hales, 
come, isa constant phrase for the 
by the Jewish writers. 


Lord, ranks high in the c 


the world te 


rf 


+t f pas ial 
mane Me: Sian, 


time 


ihe sin here spoken of by ou: 


atalogue of presumy vous sine, 


for which there was no forgivenes: under the Moenic 

dispensation. See Num. xv. 30, 31.--xxxv. 31. Ler. 
es -» © Qo . , ‘ . >| 

10. 1 Sam. xi. 26.—When our Lord says, such 8 


sin hath no forgiveness, ic he not to be understood as 
meaning that the crime shall be punished under. the 
christiaa dispensation as it was under the Jewish, viz. 
by the destruction of the body ? 

And is not this the same as that mertioned in.1 John 

7, called there the sin unto death : e. asin that 
was to be punished by the death of the body; while 
mercy might be extended to tne son}? 
ment for presumptuous sins, under the J 
which our Lord evidently alludes, 
extend to the damnation of the soul, though the bedy 
was destroyed; therefore, | think that. though there 
was no such forgiveness to be extended to this crime 


i. 


The punish- 
ewish law, to 


certainly did not 


as to absolve the man from the punishment of /emporal 
death, yet, on repentance, mercy might be extended to 
the soul; and every sin may Le repented of under the 
gospel dispensation.” 


Thus much for Dr. Clarke, the ‘rminian oracle - 





Archbishop Usher. I again beg the liberty of commu- 
nicating for your columns, Dr. Adam Clarke's commen- 
tary on Matt. xii. 31, 32. 

The following extract clearly shows that the most 


and what, sir, must we thin’ of those ministers who 
take this learned man’s commentary in general, and 
hand it forth to their hearers, and yet in these two pas- 


sages, in Matthew and 1 John, his commentary is kept 





distinguished and enlightened of the Arminian faith, 





out ofsight. And wheu Universalists contend that the 
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phrase, ‘¢ this world, and the world to come,” has ref- 
erence to the Jewish and Christian dispensations, they 
are instantly charged with mutilating and perverting 
the scriptures to auswer doctrinal and controversial 
purposes: and criticisms on the received translation, if 
made by Universalists, are treated with contempt and 
neglect. But other persons may stand in the pulpit, 
and in perhaps half a dozen instances in the course of 
a discourse, say, Dr. Clarke says this is wrongly trans- 
lated, and Dr. McKnight says this is rendered wrong ; 
but sir, I trust, the people are beginning to be wise for 
themselves. 

I shall shortly send you Dr. Clarxe’s comment on 
the phrase, ** Siali be in danger of fell fire.” S 


——== >. a 


From the Christian Baptist. 





REFORMATION. 


The history of the world does not afford one instance 
where the popular clergy, those of influence and pop- 
ularity amongst the people, ever espoused the cause of 
reformation. All the famed reformations that ever 
have been canonized, were effected, to speak in com- 
mon stvle, in spite of the reigning clergy. Many of the 
temporizers, it is true, came up in the rear, when they 
saw it to be their interest. Even in the history of the 
progress of Christianity in Jerusalem, given us by 
luke, to the eternal honour of the priesthood, we are 
nformed, that after immense multitudes were convert- 
ed, and “* the number of the disciples multiplied in Je- 
rusalem greatly—a great company of the pricsts were 
obedient to the faith.” 

‘There is one thing to me most obvious, that in pro- 
portion as the scriptures are understood, and the gen- 
ius of Christianity apprehended, there will appear less 
necessity for priests; and some of the clergy seem to 


xnow it so well, that they fear Uie experiment of put- 





ting theiradmirers upon the search after the character 
of primtive Christianity. They would rather extol | 
-helr present creed, and fatter their people with the | 


den that every thing is about what it ought to be| 


among them, than to hazard 2 doubt that they have | 
departed from the faith and erder of the primitive | 





church, 
et | 6D 
From the Herald of Salvation. 
&AN AWFUL WARNING TO THOSE Wtio IN- 


CULCATE THE DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS 
WOE AND DESPAIR!! 


On the 6th of October, a man named James Florida, 
put an end to his life by cutting his taroat with a ra- 





sor. The verdict of the Jury of inquest was, that he 
destroyed himself ina state of mental derangement. 


This unfortunate man lived about one mile from the | 
' 


village of Copenhagen, which is about twelve miles 
from this place. He is said to have been a social 
cheerful, well disposed man, in comfortable circum- 
stances, with a wife and alarge family of children. 
About two months since, he attended an evening 
meeting where were two Baptist preachers; one of 
whom, towards the close of the meeting, inguired if 
there were any there for Christ. Mr. Florida came 
forward, kneeled before the Elders, said he must give 
himself up, desired to be prayed for, and proceeded to 
relate his exercises of mind. He was soon stopped as 
it was supposed that he was intoxicated. One of the 
Eiders, finding that Mr. Florida was not intoxicated, 
visited him the next day ; but could not remove the 
gioominess with which his soul was enveloped. 

From that fatal period, he roamed abroad and con- 
tinued at home in the agonies of occasional delirium 
and despair. He manifested an extreme anxiety to 
warn people to flee from the wrath to come.—Le was 
often heard to say that he had never had such sensa- 





‘brethren o! the saine family. 
ker preacher, that he who steadily observes those mor-. 
al precepts in which all reas :0us concur, will vever be 


tions till he heard the preaching above mentioned. 
From all these circumstances, including his tragical 
death, we may rationally infer, that the doctrine of e- 
ternal vengeance led him to despair of the mercy of 
heaven, and violently put a period to his own life. 
We wish not to wound the feelings of any human be- 
ing. We respect the sincere of all denominations. But 
we earnestly beseech all to consider well the tendency 
of a sentintent, by which parents, children, husbands, 


wives, brothers and sisters, the dearest kindred of exist- | 


ence are sundered forever ! 
—— aaa 


From the Philadelphia Advertiser. 





MR. JEFFERSON ON RELIGION. 

The annexed letters are from a transcription, whe- 
ther of the original or of a copy, it is not known: we 
have never seen them before in any shape, and al- 
though they may have already been copied into news- 


papers, they will be new to the greater portion of our 
readers. 


William Canby to Thomas Jefferson. 
Sth mo. 29th, 1813. 
Esteemed Friend, Thomas Jefferson. 
I have for years felt, at times, affection towards thee, 


with a wish for thy salvation, together with the attain- | 


ment, while on this stage of time, (in the natural bo- 


dy) of a suitable portion of divine lite, for otherwise we | 
know little more than the life of nature, and therein’ 


are all in danger of becoming inferior to the beasts that 
perish, in declining the offer of divine life made to ey- 
ery rational being. 


But | have long had better hopes of thee, and have 


thought (particularly in our little quiet meeting yes- 
terday) that thou hadst been ** faithful’? at least, ** in 
a few things,” 
** Ruler over more and enter into the joy of our Lord,” 
and into his rest. And it occurred, in order thereto, 
that we should become Christians, ‘for he that hath 
not the spirit of Christ, is none of his,’ and this knowl- 
edge is strongly insisted on, I think, by divers of the 
Apostles, who had particularly seen and were eye-wit- 
nesses of his majesty, particularly in the Mount, and 


of others who had not that view, which, however, was | 


sufficient to perfect them, and was to be taken away, 


that they might be more eflectually turned to that spi- | 


Pr 
tel 
as 


rit which leadeth unto all truth, whose power alone 1: 


able to reduce the spirit of nature into suitable silence | 


and submission. 





Thomas Jcfferson to William Canby. 


Sin—I have duly received your favour of Aug. 27th 
—am sensible of the kind intentions from which it 
flows, and truly thankful for them, the more so, as they 
could only be the result of a favourable estimate of 
my public course. During along life, as much devot- 
ed to study, as a faithful transaction of the trusts com- 
mitted to me, would permit, no object has occupied 
more of my consideration, than our relations with al! 
the beings around us, our duties tothem and our fu- 
ture prospects. After hearing and reading every thing 
which probably can be suggested concerning them, | 
have formed the best judgment I could,as to the 
course they prescribe: and in due observance of that 
course, Ihave no recollections which give me uneasi- 
ness. An eloquent preacher of your religious society, 
Richard Mott, in a discourse of much unction and pa- 
thos, issaid to have exclaimed aloud to his congrega- 
tiv), that he did not believe there was a Quaker, Pres- 
byterian, Methodist or Baptist in Heaven—having 
paused to give his audience time to stare and wonder 
—(he said,) that in Heaven God knew no distinction, 
but considered all good men as his children and as 


and wish that thou mayest become | 


I believe wit! the Qua-: 


‘resented as saying, * he that shall blaspheme 











has wie he Se ae 
questioned at the gates of Heaven, as tothe dogmas in 
| which they differ; that on entering there, all these are 
left behind us; the Aristideses and Catos, Penns and 
| Tillotsons, Presbyterians and Papists, will find them. 
selves united in all principles which are in concert 
; with the reason of the supreme mind. Of al} the sys. 
| tems of morality, ancient or modern, which haye come 
under my observation, none appear to me so pure as 

that of Jesus. He who follows this steadily, need not 
1 think, be uneasy, although he cannot comprehend 
the subtleties and mysteries erected on his doctrines 
by those who, calling themselves his special followers 
| and favorites, would make him come into the world to 
, lay snares for all understandings but theirs ; these met. 
aphysical heads, usurping the judgment seat of God, 
denounce as his enemies, all who cannot perceive the 
geometrical logic of Euclid in the demonstrations of 3, 





! ° sive ‘ ‘ 22 4Fr . . 

Athanasius, that three are one. and one is three, and 
yet that three are not one, nor one three. In all es. 
sential points, you and | are of the same religion, and 
[am too old to go into inquiries aud changes as to the 
junessentials. Repeating therefore my thankfulness 
for the kind concern you have been so good as to ex- 
press, I salute you with friend-hip and brotherly love. 

Monticello, Sept. I7th, S13. 


eee 
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' 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





ABTTRACT OF A SERMON, 


, DELIVERED AT CAMBRIDGEPORT LAST SUNDAY BY EN- 


ING, BY THOMAS WHITTEMORE, 


* Whe refore Tsay unto you, all manner of sin and ble:- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men : but ihe blasphemy 


against the Hely Ghost shail not-be forgiven unto 


men. 4nd whosorrer spealeth a word agains! (he Son 
of man, it shall he forgiven him : bul whosoerer speax 
eth against the Holy Ghost, it shail not be forgiven 
h th 


cone. 


. nether in this world, neither in the world to 


~— Mat. xii. 31, 32. 


Before I attempt an explanation of the text, I wish 
,to call your attention, my hearers, to one important 
|fact, which, although it does not immediately concera 
ithe explanation, is of too much importance to be pass- 
It isthis: The word rendered world in the 
text is the same one which is depended on as proof of 
eternal punishment. Those who advocate the doctrine 
misery, quote the text with much confidence 
jim f but do not seem to appre- 
| nend that by this they are invalidating a great part of 
{the evideuce on which they rely to support that dec- 
| trine. For surely if we may justly say, neither in this 
‘aon, neither in the aion to come, we cannot interpret 
aion to signify eternity. How droll would itseem to 
say, neither in this eternrty, neither in the eternily to 
come. We cannot spend time to insist on this partic- 
ular, and indeed, it is so evident we need not; but do 
not let it be forgotten, that that kind of an eternily 
which «ion signifies, is se short as to leave room for one, 
and I may say several to succeed it. 

Permit me also, before I attempt a direct explana- 
tion of the text, to make a few preliminary observa- 
] observe 


led over. 
| 
! 
! 
vf endl« ~ 


v 


roof of that doctrine ; 


tions, which here demand attention. 
1. That the latter part of the text explains the for- 


We read, “the blasphemy against the Holy 
> This is eX 


mer. 
Ghost shall not be forziven unto men.’ ; 
plained by the following, ‘* it shall not be megere’ 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 
We are not to understand by the former expression 
that this sin will never be forgiven ; but, as explained 
in the latter, that it will not be, * necther this world, 
neither in the world to come.” 

2. That although by the translation of the common 


! version, Mark, in his account of this sin, is, literally, 
yet we are to understand 
Mark is rep- 
against 





made to disagree with Mat. 
them both as expressing the same truth. 
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the Holy Ghost, hath never forgiveness.» A person | 


with the least acquaintance with Greek, knows that 
this expression does not convey to the mind ofan Eng- 
lish reader the idea which Mark, in all probability, 
meant to communicate. It is reasonable to suppose 
he meant that the persons who had committed that sin 
should not be forgiven unto the avon, or age, i. e. to 
the end of it: they should not be forgiven in that 
world; but should be subject to aionion kriseos, age. 
lasting judgment, as Scarlett would say; which an- 
swers to the nonforgiveness in the world, or age to 


come, according to Mat. Wakefield renders this pas- 


sage in Mark, ‘‘ he hathno forgiveness in this age, &c.” | 
oS 
And I may add that Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts | 


may be used to illustrate Luke’s. 

3, That those who use our text in that way which I 
am endeavouring to shew 2s wrong, must, in order to be 
consistent with themselves, allow that every sin but 
that against the Holy Ghost shall be forgiven unto 
men. agreeably to the explicit testimony of both Mat. 
and Mark. 
ward this passage to prove that /Avs sin will be forever 
uupardoned, they imply that all others will not thus be 
dealt with. So that allowiug (what is most unreason- 
able) that they interpret the text rightly, they cannot 
believe in the eternal misery of any but those few who 
committed this sin; and although the eternal misery 
of even these tew would be a cause of great grief to 
us, yet lam happy that our religious brethren and we 
come so much nearer-together in doctrine than it was 
feared we ever should get. 

4. That] cannot agree with some Universalists who 
have contended, that this sin may he justly said merer 


to have forgiveness, because God will adequately pun- 


ish it; thereby implying that God does not forgive 
those whom he punishes according to their demerit. 


nr 


forgiveness for anvsin. Por does not God declare that 


e will by no means clear the guilty, and that he will 


ender unto every man according to bis deeds? How | 


then can any sin be forgiven? And why may they not 


with as nuch propriety all be denominated unpardon- 
able sins, as that against the f’oly Ghost? 

We now come tothe direct consideration of the 
text. 

Thefirst question which arrests our attention is, What 
istve sin against the Ho'y Ghost? ‘The best way to 
ascertain is to leave the various opinions of mankind 
upon the subject, and go directly to the scriptures. 
Let us leok at the context. Here we are informed 
th your ot «a both blind and dumb, and possessed with 


; ° 7 Y , sucTe 26 
~ he late Rev. dvlbeh waGlrays C0 pPrdace LU 60 Stu 


When those of whom I spake, bring for-' 


Phicis setting apa principle which entirely excludes: 


MAGAZINE. 
of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from all sin.” * If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrightiousness.” 
‘* He is tne propitiation for our sins,” says John, ** and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” Were not these Pharisees of the world? and 
were not their sins as scarlet and crimson? Then ac- 
cording to these scriptures they may be forgiven, and 
washed away. Well says the hearer, “ the testimony 
of Christ can set all these aside.» Bat why have | 
not the same right to say, that the testimony of these 
Shall set the testimony of Christ aside? I have three 
witnesses to your one, and I have three distinct testi- 
| monies from one of my witnesses, Well says the hear- 
er, the scriptures contradict themselves. Stop again, 
my friends. ‘There is a contradiction, 1 will allow. 
ut it is not in the scriptures; it isin you. Let us 
ask ourselves, before we thus set aside the Bible, whe- 
ther the fault is not in us, and whether we have not 
misunderstood the text. But you rejoin, the text says 
that this sin shall not be forgiven, ** neither in this 
world, neither in the world tocome.** Granted. Now 
suppose [ should prove that there are several such 
worlds to come, could you not then see how this sin 
could be forgiven, and these scriptures harmonize to- 
gether? Yes, you reply. Now it is true that the 


scriptures inform us such worlds had passed away and | 
I will quote youa few pas- 


others had then to come. 
sages, rendering aion as it is rendered in the text. 


** Now all these things happened unto them for en-| 


samples; and they are written for our admonition, up- 
on whom the ends of the worlds (aionen) are come.” 
1 Cor. x. 11. By this we learn that worlds had then 
gone by. ** But now once in the end of the 
worlds, (azonon) hath he appeared, to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself.” Heb. ix. 26. 
the mystery, which hath been hid from worlds (a/onon) 
and from generations, but now is made manifest to his 
Col. i. 26. 


Avain. 


saints.” 


many we do not know, had passed away in the days 
of the Apostle. 
| away. 


| veral to come, how many we donot know. In the 
'passage which | shall now quote, which will be the 
‘last and the most useful, and which speaks of woRLDS 


to come, you will perceive that the exceeding riches of 


God’s grace are spoken of. It is by grace that all sin 
‘is forgiven. There had been grace enough manifest- 
‘ed in worlds that had passed, for the forgiveness of all 


‘sins but that against the Holy Ghost. What then shall 


independent and favoured inhabitants, the “Grace (this exceeding grace have to do, but to redeem those 


God that bringeth salvation to all men - 


and in th pom the former worlds had passed by, and whom | k 


success which attended and favoured his person? they had left in sin. Here comes the passage. “ That 
labours—in the courage and constancy with whic j, the worlds (aiosi) to come he might shew the exceed- 


the early t 

sust ained 

cation, calumny and oppression, 
wiom they represented’ Christ as being connected. 
Now this was a sin against the power which in reality 
performed the miracle. And as it was performed by 
the spirit of God, this was a sin, or the sin against the 
Holy Ghost. In Mark iii. 30, the sin against the Holy 
Ghost is represented to be, ascribing the miracles of 
Christ to demoniacal agency. See Imp. Ver. note on 
that passage. 

But says the hearer, ‘‘1 am impatient for you t 
take up the latter part of the text. Here we are in- 
formed that this sin never shall be forgiven. How 
then can you explain this consistently with the doc- 
trine you believe 2” Stop, kind hearer. God says, by 
Isaiah, ‘* come now and let us reason together. Thou h 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow : 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
The precursor of our Lord said, ‘* Behold the lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 
the beloved disciple of our Lord said, * and the blood 


in . . - Orne ” y , an ¢ et 
elievers of this Heavenly Doctrine me! ing riches of his grace, Se. Now you can all easily 
and overcome the trials of excommun! cee how this sin may be forgiven. 
| in the name, and f@ .ay that it shall not be forgiven neither in this world, | 


The text does not 
| either in the worldsto come. We therefore see suf- 
ficient time for it to be forgiven, and for Jesus Christ 
‘o take away the sin of the world according to the 
scriptures. 

The hearer will now inquire what is meant by these 


dered. Soit is sometimes rendered in the Common 
Version, and soit is in the text by Wakefield, Bp. 
Newcome and the authors of the Improved Version, 
and by how many more | cannot say. 

** Whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, he 
will not be forgiven, either in this age, or that which 
is to come.””°—WAKEFIELD. 

‘© Whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it 
will not be forgiven him, neither in this age, nor in the 
age to come.”—Imr. VER. 








“* He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 





not the Son of God hath not life.” Joun. 


* Even, 


This is explicit testimony that | 
several such worlds as are spoken of in the text, how : 


But such worlds had not all passed | 
The text informs us ofone which was to come, | 
‘aud we learn from other scriptures that there were se- | 
} 


worlds. ‘To which I reply nothing more than ages of 
time. And by age aion should undoubtedly be ren- 







CHRISTIANITY. 

(Ry An extract from Gerando’s ‘ History of Philosophy,’ 
which is reviewed in the last No. of the North A- 
merican Review. 

** The establishment of Christianity is the most su- 
blime and charming spectacle presented by the annals 
of the human race. The notion of the Deity cleared 
of the gross fables, that had so long dieguised it, was 
exhibited to the world in all its grandeur and purity, 
uniting the attributes of infinite power, wisdom and 
goodness, the characters ofa first creating cause, and of 
an overruling Providence, that watches constantly over 
his creatures with paternal affection. The Gospel ex- 
plained to us the deep mystery of our nature and des- 
tiny, and revealed to us the transitory character of the 
present life, and the sublimity of our origin and future 
prospects. It gave to us a perfect code of morals, 
which sanctifies all the social ties, purifies the natural 
affections, consoles and supports us in adversity, re- 
wards us for every sacrifice, and inspires the most com- 
plete and generous forgetfulness of self. The Gospel 
represents the Divinity under the form of a kind and 
heavenly Father, and commands us to worship him in 
spirit and in truth. It strengthens and sanctites the 
notion of moral daty, by connecting it with religious 
feeling and with the hopes and fears of retribution. It 
breathes into the heart of each individual and into the 
common frame of society, the new and living principle 
of love to God and man. Distracted with agonizing 
doubts, and crushed to the earth with aload of sorrows, 
the human race received with transport the revelation 
of this divine doctrine, which satisfied all their wishes, 
removed all uncertainties, and opened to the virtuous 
and the wretched the most encouraging prospects. 
_ilow beautiful on the mountainsare the feet of those 
that bring good tidings. Such a system carried as it 
were in its efforts internal evidence of its heavenly ori- 
gin. ‘There was also this distinct and peculiar bless- 
\ing in the Christian dispensation that it was not an ex- 
clusive gift, confined in its distribution to a select few, 
| but addressed itself freely and equally to all. In its 
nature it was a common priviledge, as large and gener- 
alas the air. It even looked with a sort of partiality 
upon the poor and humble, took by the hand such per- 
sons as the world had abandoned, visited the most ob- 
_scure dwellings, and caressed little children with pe- 
‘culiar fondness. ‘The mythological allegories of the 
|pagais were probably intended as vehicles of sublime 
\truths; but they were only communicated -to a few, 
;and as a profound mystery. Their philosophers had 
‘arrived by meditation at the knowledge of many sound 


| doctrines in theology and morals; but these were still 
| the subjects of grave dispute among the deepest think- 
‘ers, and could not be understood by the mass of man- 
ind. This forgotten and neglected mass, neverthe- 
less, covers the face of the world, performs all the la- 
bor, and endures all the sufferings; and it was the 
' precise object of Christianity to raise the character, 
and improve the condition of this portion of society.— 
,it debased the proud and exalted the humble ; and 
jit viewed all men, of whatever condition or country, as 
one great family of brothers. 

‘* Such, in its primitive beauty, was the theory of 
jour religion, and we see it realized in the early ‘prac- 
\tice ofthe chusch. The first christians were few in 
/number, and under the influence ofa firm faith, which 
| with them had overcome the prejudices of education, 


| They were penetrated 








‘and all interested motives. 
with the true spirit of their religion, and rose above 
the terrors of persecution, danger, and death itself.— 
Hlow admirable is their conduct, as described in the 
Acts of the Apostles, and the writings of the Fathers, 
They held every thing in common, had but one heart 
and soul, were full of zeal in doing good, and patient 
in suffering evil, perfect patterns of kindness, generosi- 
ty, and courage, real sages without knowing it, and 
they outdid in their humble walks of life the sublime 
virtues, which we admire in the conduct of the great- 
est and best men.” 
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From the Village Record. 





AUTUMN. 
Now low’ers around the clouded sky, 
The yellow leaf falls fast and lone, 
The breeze is sighing o’er the lawn, 
ia With lengthen’d moan.— 


¢ 


And Nature all is hastening on > 
To winter's dread and dear repose— 
The bloom and fragrance long have gone, 
Of flow’r and rose! 


Creation now, her verdure done, 
Will soon assume an aspect bare, 
And frosts their blasting influence shed, 
And chilly air! 
The bird no more is tuning wild, 
Hlis joyous notes on every bough, 
But mounting high on fairy wing, 
Forsake us now, 


For fairer climes and purer skies, 
Where warmly blows the balmy air, 
No howling winds disturb his rest, 
: No winter there! 


How sadly strikes the feeling heart, 
The loneliness that spreads around— 
The leaf, that severed by the breeze, 
ri Falls to the ground! 
Tit emblem of our fleeting joys— 
Which bud awhile, and blossom high, 
But blasted soon, by biting woe, 
They fade and die ! 
And peace and hope—affection warm— 
The kindred ties of love and bliss, 
Have felt, and keenly yet shall feel, 
An hou like this! 


The heart now beating high and warm, 
Shall cease its throbs some future day, 
And lowly laid beneath the turf, 
Shall know decay ! 


Oh time! thy triumphs who shall tell ? 
The trophies of thy fame record ? 
Thou speak’st—and humbled nations bow 
Before thy word! 


And genius bright—and beauty fair— 
The lov’d—the blooming—and the gay— 
Affection—friendship——love itself 
Mast own thy sway. 
But tho’ now Desolation rides 
With blighting wings upon the wind, 
He yet shall know his bla-ting pow’r 
To Time resigned! 
For Spring shall come, with charms renewed, 
To bid Creation smile again— 
And warbling birds, and trees, and flow’rs, 
Shall hail her reign! 
Then look the vista thro’ of years, 
Behold the ** Bow of Promise” bright, 
It spreads its arch of purest glow, 
To the glad sight! 
Tho’ man by nature, yet must feel 
The blighting hour of woe and grief, 
And know the self same fate, that knows 
The yellow leaf; 


Yet he shall rise renewed from death, 
The glorious victor in the strife-—- 
And diseuthrall’d from Time, put on 
Immortal life ! 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | Creator and Preserver of the Universe, the Author of 
every good and perfect gift, to whose bounty we are 
indebted for all our spiritual and temporal blessings 
| Fo a pious, intelligent and grateful people, a higher ja 
more delightful duty cannot present itself, than to ag- 
semble in the house of the Lord, and in the midst of 
the congregation to litt up their hearts in Prayer ang 
praise to his holy name, to confess before Him, their 
sins and unworthiness, and to seek His pardon and for. 


giveness through the merits and mediation of our Sar- 





. LETTER. 
(PAs we have liberty, we cheerfully publish the fol- 
lowing Letter from Rey. TnomAs Jones, of Glou- 


cester, to Mr. WHiTTEMORE, of Cambridgeport. 


GuovcrstER, Nov. 5, 1624. 

Br. Whittemore, I now submit to your request, that 
I would give you all the information I was able, con- 
cerning the man I once mentioned to you, who was a) iour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
professed Universalist Preacher in Britain; that I saw At no former season, and perhaps in no former year, 
and conversed with A. D. 1782. The name of the; have the people of this commonwealth been encom: 
man in question was THOMAS SHEEN: he had been a} passed with a more general prosperity.—We are in the 
travelling preacher in the Welch connexion of Calvin- enjoyme st of health and of peace—the seasons have 
istic Methodists: but when I saw him he belonged to!’ rtered favourable to us~-the earth and the sea 
no connexion, but preached as a free independent man hoes e yielded their treasures—the hand of labour, in 
at different places in the neighborhood where he lived, | Whatever direction it may have been employed, has 
; and travelled some in the adjaceut counties and preach- 
‘ed. For he had some friends and hearers who acher- 
ed to him and believed his doctrine. 

I met him accidentally (or providentially) at a farm 
house, called Peukerrig, (about 15 miles from lady | 
| Huntingdon’s College, where J was then a student) in | *¢%pted and are favorable to this happy state of socie- 
srecknockshire, Southwales: of which county, I think | ‘Y: 
/ Ir. Sheen wasanative. When Isawhim, he appear- | and enterprize, with the security of property, invite to 
‘ed to be about 6% years old, but in good health, and 
lall animatien. 

; He spake fluently in Welch and English; he con- 
'versed with me in English. He was the first Univer- 
'salist ever heard talk on the subject. 
| publicly the salvation of all men. He was called an 
Antinomian by the tongue of slander, and greatly cal- 
lumoiated by his former friends—both ministers and | that made us » 
people. He had also domestic trials. I have heard benefits, but wiil render thanks to [is holy name. 
rom his’ friends that he was a very patient man, and} ! the mid: 


bore all things that befell him asa permission of Provi- | OW #ud the orphan, will claim our consideration and 
I was told by one of his | receive that charity which our means may enable us 








found its reward—agriculture, manufactures, com. 
merce and the fisheries have been successful—-the arts 
flourish—science is 


advancing—our colleges and 


schools of learning are extending and increasing in 


usefulness. Our institutions of government are well 


Personal independence, the reward of industry 


ae a a ee ee rene ae oe = oe 


exertion, While they foster good principles and good 

morals. 

which administer to our 
ut to us the hope of a 

vine favour, are continu. 


Our religious institutions, 


comfort in this Ife, and hold 


Ile preached blessed immortality, by the 
‘ed to us. 
vs, we cannot forzet the hand 


or be unmindfal of the Author of all our 


Rujoying these Dlessin 


t of these enjoyments, the poor, the wid- 





| dence for some good design. 
; . . % . ° ° | ’ ¢ etry 
| friends in the year A. D. 179., that he died in triumph ! | f° exte id to them. 
It is also re 


‘ed that all labour and recrea- 


sistent with the duties of the occasion, may 


coulne 


He was allowed by even his religious enemies to be a 
man of great talents and reasoning. I can say no more | 
of hit, for I never saw him but twice after the first in- | be suspended. ; 

terview. But I can tell you Br. Whittemore, that | Given at the Council Chaniber, in Boston, this 14th 
day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 


tron, mCon 


what Mr. Sheen said to me, (when I was only 19 years 
old, when I first saw him,) was never forgotten by me: 
aud though I did not besieve it, I often thought of it. 
It occurred often with force. 
years, Butin the year A. D. 1300, from the force ie, _ BY bis Excellency the Governor, with the adv 
had upon me, I received it as the truth of God—the pone PASONe a Se hase SENS Gorton 
gospel of his grace by his Son. I never read an auth- | G . nn a gr ae fis 
or ou the subject, till after 1 became a believer. nan tned fens fhe Commonwealth of /LM grees vane 
Y ours, very respectfully, 
Tuomas Jones. 


sand eight hundred and twenty-four, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States of America, the for- 


. ° ~ -eninth 
I was afraid it was er- ty-ninth. 


WILLIAM EUSTIS. 


lhe evideuce on which they rely to support that doc- 
trine. For surely if we may justly say, neither in this 
| Br. Thomas Whittemore. aton, neither in the aion tocome, we cannot interpret 
| aion to signify eternity. How droll would itseem to 
— say, neither in this efernty, neither in the eternily to 
come. We cannot spend time to insist on this partic- . | 
ular, and indeed, it is so evident we need not; but do 
: that that Lind -f - oferty 
DIED IN THIS CITY, 
Mr. Mary Apthorp, widow of the late William A. 
Esq. aged 73. Miss Mary Ann Ingersoll, aged 7, daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Mary Ann Miller. Harriot, child of Mr. 
Thomas and Mrs. Maria Curtis, aged 2 1-2 years. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 





core — - 


smttaen 


BY RIS EXCELLENCY 
WILLIAM EUSTYIS, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Mussachusetts, 
A PROCLAMATION 
For adayof Public Thanksgiving and Prayer. 





For Sale at this Office,a few copies of * BAL 


In compliance with the immemorial custom observed 
erve’ |NOTES ON THE PARABLES.” Price $1. 


in this State, of setting apart a day of praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings with 
which he has been pleased to crown the year— 

I have thought fit to appoint, and by and with the 


ee 





; . “aa ee , ine. 
Cash received on account of the Universalist Magaz 


Mr. Augustus Boyd, West Dedham, Mss. 1 29 
Comfort H. Johnson, Dedham, do. 
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“advice and consent of the Council, I do hereby ap- 
point Thursday, the second day of December next, to 
be observed as a day of Thanksgiving and Prayer 


** For we know, that, if our earthly house of this ta- | en : 
bervacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, dle euccuraee bot Aaa ence | me ; 
igious denomination, to 


an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. k 
For in‘this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed assemble in.their respective churches and congrega- 
tions, that we may unite in publicly acknowledging 


upon with our hovse which is from heaven—that mor- 
our dependence upon, and our obligations to the great 


J. G. Luther, Esq. Swansey, do. 
Mr. Asa Pope, Quincy, do. 
C, Rankin, Frankfort, Me. 
Rev. Benj. Whittemore, Scituate, Mss. 
Mr. H. Porter, Columbia, S. Carolina. : 
Joseph Whittemore, Fredericksburg, Va. 


Sz 1 Pillsb Hampstead, N. Hi. 
amuei Filisbury, Pp  anuat Bow 


ALcAnzor, of Baltimore. 
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tality might be swallowed up oflife.”--2 Cory. 1, &c. November 20, 1824 
> e 








